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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Preliminary amendment filed on 5/1 2/2006 has been entered. Claims 1 -1 0 are 
cancelled, and claims 11-26 are pending for examination. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 

States. 

4. Claims 1 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Haumont et al (US 2001/0012279), cited by applicant. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Haumont discloses a method for distributing and routing data 
packets during a packet- switched handover of a mobile transceiver station from a first 
radio cell to a second radio cell within a mobile communication network, comprising: 
during the packet-switched handover ([0003] during handover), duplicating at least a 
potion of data packets routed to the first cell ([0005] send the same data packets to 
the first base transceiver station, therefore duplicating data pacl^ets routed to the 
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first cell); 

sending duplicated data pacl<ets to a networl< element associated with the second radio 
cell of the mobile communication network ([0005] send the same data packets to the 
second base transceiver station, therefore duplicated data sent to the second 
radio cell); 

routing a connection to the second radio cell via the network element ([0002] each cell 
is served by a base transceiver station which transmit and receives signals from 
terminal located in the associated cell); 

wherein a type of distribution and routing of the duplicated data packets is determined 
by the network element associated with the second cell, without additional signaling 
([0005] [0080] SGSN only sends the packet once to the base station control along 
with an indication that the packet has to be forwarded to both of the base 
stations, therefore no additional signaling). 

Regarding claim 12, Haumont discloses the method as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
mobile transceiver station is a subscriber terminal device and the network element is a 
base station ([0002] mobile station; therefore subscriber terminal device; [0019] 
base station being part of the network). 

Regarding claim 13, Haumont discloses the method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the 

mobile transceiver station is a subscriber terminal device and the network element is a 
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controller ([0002] mobile station therefore subscriber terminal device; [0029] 
controller). 

Regarding claim 14, Haumont discloses the method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the 
mobile transceiver station is a subscriber terminal device and the network element is a 
General Packet Radio Service (GPRS)-supporting network node ([0029]). 

Regarding claim 15, Haumont discloses the method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the 
type of distribution and routing of the duplicated data packets is selected from the group 
consisting of buffering, forwarding and discarding ([0005]buffering, sending data 
therefore forwarding data, and discarding). 

Regarding claim 16, Haumont discloses the method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the 
type of distribution and routing of the duplicated data packets is selected from the group 
consisting of buffering, forwarding and discarding ([0005]). 

Regarding claim 17, Haumont discloses the method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the 
type of distribution and routing of the duplicated data packets is selected from the group 
consisting of buffering, forwarding and discarding ([0005]). 

Regarding claim 18, Haumont discloses the method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
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type of distribution and routing of the duplicated data packets is selected from the group 
consisting of buffering, forwarding and discarding ([0005]). 

Regarding claim 19, Haumont discloses a network element associated with a second 
radio cell to distribute and route data packets during a packet-switched handover of a 
mobile transceiver station from a first radio cell to the second radio cell within a mobile 
communication network, has the following means comprising: 
means for receiving data packets which have been duplicated from data packets routed 
to the first radio cell ([0080] [0084]); 

means for distributing and routing data packets; and means, provided only at the 
network element associated with the second cell, for determining a type of distribution 
and routing of the data packets that were duplicated, without additional signaling ([0080] 
[0084]). 

Regarding claim 20, Haumont discloses the network element as claimed in claim 19, 
wherein the network element is a base station ([0019] base station). 

Regarding claim 21, Haumont discloses the network element as claimed in claim 19, 
wherein the network element is a controller ([0029]). 



Regarding claim 22, Haumont discloses the network element as claimed in claim 19, 
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wherein tine networl^ element is a General Packet Radio Service (GPRS)-supporting 
network node ([0029]). 

Regarding claim 23, Haumont discloses the network element as claimed in claim 19, 
wherein the type of distribution and routing of the duplicated data packets is selected 
from the group consisting of buffering, forwarding and discarding ([0005]). 

Regarding claim 24, Haumont discloses the network element as claimed in claim 20, 
wherein the type of distribution and routing of the duplicated data packets is selected 
from the group consisting of buffering, forwarding and discarding ([0005]). 

Regarding claim 25, Haumont discloses the network element as claimed in claim 21, 
wherein the type of distribution and routing of the duplicated data packets is selected 
from the group consisting of buffering, forwarding and discarding ([0005]). 

Regarding claim 26, Haumont discloses the network element as claimed in claim 22, 
wherein the type of distribution and routing of the duplicated data packets is selected 
from the group consisting of buffering, forwarding and discarding ([0005]). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Ahmavaara et al (US 7359347) discloses a communication system connection 
mechanism. 

6. Any Inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner sliould be directed to KATHY WANG-HURST wliose teleplione number is 
(571 )270-5371 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am- 
5pm, alternate Fridays, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benny Tieu can be reached on (571)272-7490. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

*7KATHY WANG-HURST/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4173* 

/Benny Q. Tieu/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4173 



